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(area visited by census taker), post office, precinct,
range, and township. The page number on each
card refers to the page number in the census copies
held by the Alabama Department of Archives and
History. Some of the information may not be
accurate. The schedules mentioned on the cards
refer to Schedule One, which lists residents.
Schedule Two is the mortality schedule, and
Schedule Three is for agriculture. These films are:

Alabama. Department of Archives and History.
1870 Census Index to Selected Alabama
Counties. Salt Lake City: Genealogical Society
of Utah, 1989. (On 14 FHL films beginning with
1556985; computer number 513548.)

Countywide indexes to federal censuses often
contain the names of each person in the household
and may also include heads of households that
were overlooked or whose names were misspelled
in statewide indexes. Countywide indexes are
listed in the Family History Library Catalog
Locality Search under:

ALABAMA, [COUNTY] - CENSUS -
[YEAR]

Multistate Indexes. Some statewide indexes
mentioned above are combined into composite
master indexes of several census years, states, and
census types:

FamilyFinder Index and Viewer. Version 4.0.
Family Tree Maker Archives, index. [Novato,
Calif.]: Brøderbund Software, 1997. (FHL
compact disc no. 9 1997 index; computer
number 808500.) This does not circulate to
Family History Centers. It is a single composite
index to early Alabama tax lists, 1790–1860
federal censuses, 1850 and 1860 slave schedules,
and 1850–1880 mortality schedules. An Internet
edition of this index is also available:

“Internet FamilyFinder” In
FamilyTreeMaker.com [Internet site].
[Novato, Calif.]: Brøderbund Software, 21
July 1999 [cited 17 March 2000]. Available at
www.familytreemaker.com/allsearch.html. 
You can search the “Internet FamilyFinder”
index free. It displays the census year and
state for each name matching the search. It
may also list many vital records and
genealogical collection citations. Once you
know the census year and state you need, you
must use the original index on compact disc,
microfiche, or book to obtain enough data to 
find the name in the original census
schedules. Similar index information is also

available at www.Ancestry.com/census/ for a
subscription fee.

Jackson, Ronald Vern. AIS Microfiche Indexes of
U.S. Census and Other Records. Bountiful,
Utah: Accelerated Indexing Systems
International, 1984. This set has not been
assigned Family History Library fiche numbers,
but is available at many Family History Centers.
It contains names from early censuses, tax lists,
and residents’ lists 1704 to 1819, and from the
Alabama 1820, 1830, 1840, and 1850 censuses.

Census records for selected counties of many
states have been combined in an index on compact
disc in:

Census Index: U.S. Selected States/Counties.
Version 3.0 [Novato, Calif.]: Brøderbund
Software, 1995–1996. (FHL compact disc no. 9
pts. 310–20; computer number 773983.) The
compact discs identified as parts 311–320
include Alabama and index portions of the 1790
to 1870 censuses. This does not circulate to
Family History Centers.

When census indexes are not available or omit a
name, you can still look for the name in the
original census schedules. In large cities, it helps
first to learn a person’s address. This can be done
by searching city directories near the time of the
census. Information for a directory was gathered
long before publication. Therefore, a directory for
the year after the census may match the census
better than the one published during the census
year. (See the “Directories” section of this outline
for more information.) Once you learn the address
of an ancestor, , search the original census
schedules for that address.

The following can help determine which census
schedule and enumeration district to search for:

Census Descriptions and Geographical
Subdivisions and Enumeration Districts.
National Archives Microfilm Publications,
T1224 and T1210. These describe the
boundaries of the area covered by each census
taker:

•  1880 no records exist for Alabama
•  1900 FHL film 1303019; computer number

117685
•  1910 FHL film 1374001; computer number

176643
•  1920 FHL film 1842702; computer number

687949
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Maps are helpful to use with censuses because of 
boundary changes that have occurred over the
years. A publication that is especially good to use
with Alabama census records is Thorndale and
Dollarhide’s Map Guide to the U.S. Federal
Censuses, 1790–1920. It is cited in the “Maps”
section of the United States Research Outline
(30972) under the subheading “Locating Township
and County Boundaries.”

Veterans’ Schedule (1840). In the 1840 federal
census, a listing was made of Revolutionary War
veterans that included the age of the veteran, the
place where he was living, and the name of the
head of the household . An index is:

A General Index to A Census of Pensioners for
Revolutionary or Military Service, 1840.
Baltimore, Md.: Genealogical Publishing, 1965.
(FHL book 973 X2pc 1965 index; fiche
6046771; computer number 270948; film
899835; computer number 271067.) The census
of pensioners is published in:

A Census of Pensioners for Revolutionary or
Military Services: With their Names, Ages,
and Places of Residence, as Returned by the
Marshalls of the Several Judicial Districts,
Under the Act for Taking the Sixth Census.
(FHL book 973 X2pc 1840; film 2321;
computer number 270766.)

Mortality Schedules (1850–1880). Mortality
schedules exist for 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880.
They list persons who died during the 12 months
before the census was taken. For 1830 to 1900, the
day set by law to begin taking the censuses was
June 1. The mortality schedules are at the Alabama
Department of Archives and History. The Family
History Library has the 1850 to 1880 schedules on
microfilm:

• 1850 (FHL film 1533724 item 2; computer
number 483054.)

• 1860 (FHL films 1533724 item 3 and 1533830;
computer number 483056.)

• 1870 (FHL film 1405189; computer number
380732.) (See the 1870 census index above
which includes 31 counties.)

• 1880 (FHL films 1405190–91; computer number

    403205.)

Mortality schedules include a person’s name, age,
race, marital status, state or country of birth, month
of death, and occupation. The names are recorded
alphabetically by county, city, precinct, and
district. In 1850 they list the names of free persons

and slaves together. They often gave the slaves’
full names. The 1880 schedule also lists the state
or country of birth of the person’s parents. When
you find a person listed in a mortality schedule,
you can look in the population schedule census for
that same county and district. This may help you
identify the family to which the deceased person
belonged.

Statewide mortality schedule indexes include:

Jackson, Ronald Vern. Alabama 1850 Mortality
Schedule. North Salt Lake, Utah: Accelerated
Indexing Systems, 1984. (FHL book 976.1 X2ja
1850; computer number 312153.) This
alphabetical list gives the name of the person,
county, age at death, sex, month of death, state
of birth, illness, and page number in the
mortality schedule. Note that they also list the
names of slaves.

Barefield, Marilyn Davis. Alabama Mortality
Schedule 1860. Easley, S.C.: Southern Historical
Press, 1987. (FHL book 976.1 X2bm; computer
number 486866.) This book is arranged by
county and is indexed. It includes the person’s
name, age, gender, marital status, state or
country of birth, month and cause of death, and
occupation.

Slave Schedules (1850–1860). Slave schedules for
the 1850 and 1860 censuses list the names of slave
owners, but do not usually list the names of the
slaves. They give the number of slaves, whether
male or female, and the slaves’ age-ranges.
Alabama slave schedules at the Family History
Library are cataloged with the population
schedules. The 1850 and 1860 mortality schedules
list the names of slaves who died during the 12
months preceding June 30, 1850, and June 30,
1860.

Colonial Censuses (1706–1795)

Early census records for 1706, 1721, and 1725
French settlements in or near Mobile, Alabama,
have been published:

Deep South Genealogical Quarterly (FHL book
976.122 B2d; computer number 210946.) See
the “Periodicals” section in the outline. These
censuses are in the following volumes:

For the 1706 census see 1, no. 1 (August 1963):
30

For the 1721 census see 1, no. 3 (March 1964):
136–139

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rg.asp?Dest=G1&Guide=Usout.asp
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For the 1725 census see 1, no. 2 (December
1963): 86

A census was taken in 1785 of the town of Tensas,
which is east of Mobile. This was published in:

DeVille, Winston. “Some Anglo-Americans in the
Deep South, 1785.” Genealogical Helper. 36,
no. 5 (Sept.–Oct. 1982): 5–6. (FHL book 929.05
G286; computer number 258416.) There are 46
men listed.

Censuses for 1786, 1787, 1789, and 1805 have
been published in:

Andrews, Johnnie, Jr., and William David Higgins.
Spanish Census Reports at Mobile. Prichard,
Ala.: Bienville Historical Society, 1973. (FHL
book 976.1 A1 no. 20; film 908670 item 10;
computer number 246520.)

Census records for 1781 to 1795 are available in:

Feldman, Lawrence H. Anglo-Americans in
Spanish Archives: Lists of Anglo-American
Settlers in the Spanish Colonies of America; A
Finding Aid. Baltimore, Md.: Genealogical
Publishing, 1991. (FHL book 973 X2fe;
computer number 624685.) Included in this book
are lists for Mobile and Tombecbe (now St.
Stephens, Washington County) 1781, 1785,
1786, 1791, and 1795. These give the names of
men or women who were heads of household.

Territorial Censuses (1795–1810)

The censuses of Washington County, Mississippi
Territory, which included present-day Alabama,
for 1801, 1808, and 1810 can be found in:

“Washington County (now) Alabama 1801, 1808
and 1810 Census.” The Alabama Genealogical
Register 9, no. 3 (September 1967): 123–26.
(FHL book 976.1 B2a; computer number
210827.)

The Madison County 1809 census is available in:

“Madison County, Alabama 1809 Census.” The
Alabama Genealogical Register 10, no. 4
(December 1968): 175–82. (FHL book 976.1
B2a; computer number 210827.) 

The 1809 census was also published in the
Territorial Papers of Mississippi (see the “Land
and Property” section of this outline).

The 1810 census of Mississippi Territory, which
included present-day Alabama, is available in:

Alabama 1810 Census Index. Bountiful, Utah:
Accelerated Indexing Systems, 1981. (FHL book
976.1 X22a 1810; computer number 223721.)

The Alabama 1816 census is published in:

Inhabitants of Alabama in 1816. Pell City, Ala.:
Broken Arrow Chapter, DAR, 1955. (FHL book
976.1 X3i 1816; film 962161 item 17; computer
number 253971.) The includes alphabetical lists
of residents in counties in Alabama.

Census Substitutes

Records that identify a person’s place of residence
are often used as substitutes for censuses,
especially for colonial times, when censuses were
not required, or for years when censuses are
missing. Some census substitutes include oaths of
allegiance and lists of petitioners. Other substitutes
for census records are city directories, tax lists, and
voting records that are described in the
“Directories,” “Taxation,” and “Voting Registers”
sections of this outline. These records may be
published as statewide census indexes which often
provide only vague references to the source of the
information indexed. Census-like indexes have
been published in book form for 1811 to 1819,
1821 to 1829, and 1831 to 1839. The source of the
data in these indexes is not always clear. These
books are:

Jackson, Ronald Vern. Alabama, 1811–1819,
Decennary Census Index. Salt Lake City:
Accelerated Indexing Systems, 1983. (FHL book
976.1 X22j 1811–1819; computer number
223733.) This includes names from the 1811 and
1816 territorial censuses, marriage records, 1812
to 1819, and tax lists 1811 to 1815. The names
from this index are included in AIS Search Two.

Jackson, Ronald Vern. Alabama, 1821–1829,
Decennary Census Index. Salt Lake City:
Accelerated Indexing Systems, 1983. (FHL book
976.1 X22j 1821–1829; computer number
223735.) This was prepared from marriage
records and gives the names of the bride and
groom, the county, and year. These names are
not included in AIS Search Two.

Jackson, Ronald Vern. Alabama, 1831–1839,
Decennary Census Index. Salt Lake City:
Accelerated Indexing Systems, 1983. (FHL book
976.1 X22j 1831–1839; computer number
223737.) This book was prepared from marriage
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records for 1830 to 1839 and Mobile residents’
lists for 1837 and 1839. These names are not
included in AIS Search Three.

State Censuses (1820–1866)

State censuses exist for 1820, 1850, 1855, and
1866. The Family History Library has copies of
many of the 1820, 1855, and 1866 state censuses
on microfilm. These were filmed at the
Department of Archives and History. The library
does not have copies of the 1850 state census.

The following counties’ 1820 state census records
are on FHL film 1533830: Baldwin, Conecuh,
Dallas, Franklin, Limestone, St. Clair, Shelby, and
Wilcox. Census records for Lawrence County are
on FHL fiche 6046599.

For 1855 the Alabama Department of Archives and
History has the lists for 12 counties: Autauga,
Baldwin, Blount, Coffee, Franklin, Henry,
Lowndes, Macon, Mobile, Pickens, Tallapoosa,
and Tuscaloosa.

The Family History Library has the 1855 census
microfilms for 16 counties: Autauga, Baldwin,
Blount, Coffee, Franklin, Henry, Lowndes, Macon,
Mobile, Montgomery, Perry, Pickens, Sumter,
Tallapoosa, Tuscaloosa, and Wilcox. They are
listed in the Locality Search in the Family History
Library Catalog under the county.

Part of the 1855 census has been indexed:

Jackson, Ronald Vern. Alabama 1855 Census
Index. Bountiful, Utah: Accelerated Indexing
Systems, 1984. (FHL book 976.1 X2j 1855;
computer number 312155.) The census lists only
the head of household. Other persons are
indicated by statistics in age groups and by
gender . This indexes the records of twelve
counties: Autauga, Baldwin, Blount, Coffee,
Franklin, Henry, Lowndes, Macon, Mobile,
Pickens, Tallapoosa, and Tuscaloosa.

The 1866 state census is available at the Alabama
Department of Archives and History and microfilm
copies for most counties are at the Family History
Library. It lists the heads of households, regardless
of color, and gives the number of persons in the
various age ranges. It also indicates the number of
deceased or disabled Confederate soldiers who
were members of that family.

Confederate Veterans’ Censuses (1907,
1921, 1927)

Special censuses of Confederate veterans who
were receiving a pension were taken in 1907,
1921, and 1927. Microfilm copies are available at
the Alabama Department of Archives and History,
and at the Family History Library:

Alabama. State Auditor. Confederate Soldiers in
Alabama: 1907–1927. Salt Lake City:
Genealogical Society of Utah, 1988. (On 10
FHL films beginning with 1533727; computer
number 482535.) The films for 1907 are first,
followed by 1921 and 1927.

The 1907 census includes each person’s name,
place of residence, date and place of birth, rank,
date of entry into military service, date and place
of discharge or separation, and name of military
unit. The 1907 lists have been abstracted, indexed,
and published. They are available in:

1907 Alabama Census of Confederate Soldiers.
Cullman, Ala.: Gregath, 1982. 5 vols. (FHL
book 976.1 X22c 1907; on 4 films beginning
with 1421815 item23; on 8 fiche beginning with
6093367; computer number 197542.) The film
and fiche have information for these counties:
Bibb, Calhoun, Chilton, Choctaw, Cleburne,
Coffee, Coosa, Cullman, Dale, Jackson,
Lawrence, Lee, Marion, Mobile, Monroe,
Morgan, Talladega, and Tallapoosa Counties.
The volumes are alphabetical by county. This
book gives the soldier’s name, full birth date,
city and state of birth, when and where enlisted,
unit, and mustering-out date.

The 1921 census provides each veteran’s name,
place and date of birth, place of residence, length
of Alabama residence, occupation, wife’s age and
place of birth, marriage date and place, names of
living children, occupation, and post office box.
The forms also contain the veteran’s rank,
company, regiment, captain and colonel’s name,
battles, wounds, captures, imprisonments, and
transfers.

The 1927 census contains the veteran’s name, his 
widow’s name, her age and birth date, and their
marriage date. The records are arranged by county,
then alphabetically by the name of the widow. This
series is not complete. Some of the returns are
found in the Confederate Pension Applications.

Many of the territorial and state census call
numbers are found in:

http://www.archives.state.al.us/
http://www.archives.state.al.us/
http://www.archives.state.al.us/
http://www.archives.state.al.us/
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Buckway, G. Eileen. U.S. State and Special Census
Register. Rev. ed. Salt Lake City: Family
History Library, The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, 1992. (FHL book 973 X2be
1992; fiche 6104851–52; computer number
594855.)

Other Alabama census sources can be found in the
Locality Search of the Family History Library
Catalog under:

ALABAMA - CENSUS
ALABAMA - CENSUS - [YEAR]
ALABAMA - CENSUS - [YEAR] -
INDEXES
ALABAMA, [COUNTY] - CENSUS
ALABAMA, [COUNTY] - CENSUS -

INDEXES

CHURCH RECORDS

Church records and the information they provide
vary greatly depending on the denomination and
the record keeper. They may contain information
about members of the congregation, such as age;
dates of baptism, christening or birth; marriage
information, such as the bride’s maiden name and
the names of both sets of parents; death or burial
date; admissions; and removals. Records may
include names of other relatives who were
witnesses or members of the congregation. The
members of some churches were predominately of
one nationality or ethnic group. Church records are
important for Alabama family research because
civil authorities in Alabama did not begin
registering vital statistics until after 1908.

Roman Catholic church records for Mobile date
from about 1700. In the 1800s, the largest religious
groups in Alabama were the Baptist, Methodist,
and Presbyterian churches. To find information
about churches up to 1870, such as when the
churches were founded, names of ministers and
early members, and associated cemeteries, see:

Daughters of the American Revolution (Alabama).
Some Early Alabama Churches (Established
Before 1870). Birmingham, Ala.: Parchment
Press, 1973. (FHL book 976.1 K2d; computer
number 254142; film 1026262 item 8; computer
number 2691.)

The Family History Library has a few church
records for Alabama, but most remain with the
local churches. Some denominations have
collected their records into central repositories.
You can write to the following addresses to learn

where records of a particular denomination are
located.

Baptist

Special Collection, Samford University Library.
See the “Archives and Libraries” section of this
outline for the address. The Samford University
Library Website has an inventory of their records.

For histories of the Baptist Church, see:

Holcombe, Hosea. A History of the Rise and
Progress of the Baptists in Alabama. 1840.
Reprint, Bessemer, Ala.: West Jefferson County
Historical Society, 1974. (FHL book 976.1
K21h; computer number 248039.) This history
of the Baptist Church to 1840 is indexed.

Flynt, F. Wayne. Alabama Baptists: Southern
Baptists in the Heart of Dixie. Tuscaloosa:
University of Alabama Press, 1998.

Episcopal

A list of the Episcopal congregations in Alabama
before 1939 is:

Inventory of the Church Archives of Alabama:
Protestant Episcopal Church. Birmingham, Ala.:
Alabama Historical Records Survey Project,
1939. (FHL book 976.1 K2h; film 897366
item 3; computer number 253734.) This gives
the location of each church with a brief history
and describes the types and years of records that
existed for each congregation in 1939.

Methodist

Houghton Memorial Library
Huntingdon College
1500 E. Fairview Ave.
Montgomery, AL 36106-2148
Telephone: 334-833-4421
Fax: 334-263-4465
Internet address: http://library.huntingdon.edu/
E-mail: edidwell@huntingdon.edu

Charles Andrew Rush Library
Birmingham-Southern College
900 Arkadelphia Rd.
P.O. Box 549020
mingham, AL 35254-9990
Telephone: 205-226-4740
Fax: 205-226-4743
Internet address: www.bsc.edu/bsclibrary/index.htm

A history of the Methodist Church in Alabama is:

http://www.dar.org/
http://library.samford.edu/
http://library.samford.edu/
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Lazenby, Marion Elias. History of Methodism in
Alabama and West Florida. N.p., 1960. (FHL
book 976.1 K2L; computer number 248037.)
This book includes a list of deceased ministers
and a name and subject index.

Presbyterian

Presbyterian Historical Society
425 Lombard St.
Philadelphia, PA 19147
Telephone: 215-627-1852
Fax: 215-627-0509

Roman Catholic

Diocese of Mobile—Birmingham
400 Government St.
P.O. Box 966
Mobile, AL 36633
Telephone: 334-434-1585
Fax: 334-434-1588

Some of the records of this diocese are available
on microfilms at the Family History Library.

Alabama church records are listed in the Locality
Search of the Family History Library Catalog
under:

ALABAMA - CHURCH HISTORY
ALABAMA - CHURCH RECORDS
ALABAMA, [COUNTY], [TOWN] -

CHURCH HISTORY
ALABAMA, [COUNTY], [TOWN] -

CHURCH RECORDS

COURT RECORDS

Names of many Alabama residents are found in
district and county court records. Civil court
actions include disputes over property and the
settlement of estates. Criminal court actions
include confrontations, thefts, and destruction of
property. These records may give a person’s age,
residence, occupation, and family relationships.
Sometimes friends and neighbors may have given
depositions as witnesses. Court records include
dockets, minutes, case files, and orders. Land, tax,
and probate matters may be included.

Major Alabama courts that kept records of
genealogical value were established as follows:

1807–
1972

Justice of the peace courts. These courts
were originally established in 1807 under
the Mississippi Territory. They kept
records of minor civil and criminal cases.

1809–
1818

Superior courts of law and equity.
These courts were first established under
the Mississippi Territory. They had
jurisdiction over civil and criminal cases
and divorces from 1809 to 1818, at which
time their jurisdiction was given to the
circuit courts. The first superior courts
were established by Mississippi Territory
legislation in 1809.

1818–
present

County courts. These are countywide
courts, also known as inferior courts,
intermediate courts, civil courts, criminal
courts, and law and juvenile courts. They
keep records of civil and criminal cases.

1819–
present

Circuit courts. These are countywide
courts that have jurisdiction over
felonies, major criminal and civil cases,
and appeals from inferior courts.

1900s–
present

Records courts. These are sometimes
referred to as municipal courts, city
courts, mayors’ courts, and town courts.
They are established in cities with a
population of 1,000 or more. These
courts keep records of minor civil and
criminal cases occurring within the city.

1821–
1915

Commissioners’ courts. This court
levied the county tax and laid out and
discontinued roads, bridges and
highways.

1839–
1915

Chancery courts. These courts had
jurisdiction over divorces. After1915 the
jurisdiction for divorces was given to the
circuit courts. The chancery and circuit
court records are kept by the same clerk
in less populated counties.

 
The court of criminal appeals, court of civil
appeals, and the supreme court serve as statewide
appellate courts.

For detailed information about when these courts
were created, what types of cases they heard, and
the records they kept, see the Historical Records
Survey inventories listed in the Family History
Library Catalog Locality Search. Search by county
under the subject “Archives and Libraries.”

The Family History Library is microfilming
probate court, orphans court, chancery court, and
county court records. All supreme court records
prior to 1881 were transferred to the Alabama
Department of Archives and History. The
Administrative Office of Courts (Judicial Building,
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300 Dexter Ave., Montgomery, AL 36104) is
microfilming Alabama court records.

The Gandrud and Jones Alabama Records
Collection (see the “Genealogy” section of this
outline) includes some Alabama court records.

Original court records are kept either in the county
courthouse or in the State Archives. The Family
History Library and the Alabama Department of
Archives and History have microfilm copies of
court records from many counties. Few of the
records are well indexed. Some court records have
been transcribed and published in books or
periodicals.

See the United States Research Outline (30972)
for more detailed information on court records.
Refer to the “Probate Records,” and
“Naturalization and Citizenship” sections of this
outline for information about those specific court
records.

Court records are listed in the Locality Search of
the Family History Library Catalog under:

ALABAMA - COURT RECORDS
ALABAMA, [COUNTY] - COURT

RECORDS

DIRECTORIES

Directories have been published for various
Alabama cities and counties since the early 1800s,
though they may not be available for every year.
Some directories focus on the businesses or
occupations of an area, others include heads of
households, landowners, and voters.

City and county directories are similar to
present-day telephone books and are useful records
for locating people. They were often published
annually. They list heads of households and
employed household members with their
occupations and addresses. They can be used with
census records or as substitutes for them.

Directories are particularly valuable for research in
large cities where a high percentage of the people
were renters, new arrivals, or temporary residents.
In fact, a directory may be the only source that lists
an ancestor if he or she was not registered to vote
and did not own property. Most households were
included because the directories were created for
salesmen, merchants, and others interested in
contacting residents of an area.

Directories have other clues that may require
careful study to discover. For example, people in
similar or related occupations were often relatives,
in-laws, or friends. A year-by-year study of
directories may reveal the movement of ancestors
and relatives within the city and sometimes to or
from other cities.

Many directories were published as county
directories listing inhabitants of major towns in the
county. Rural directories collected information on
farmers, dairymen, and other rural residents. The
Family History Library has city directories for
various years from throughout the state of
Alabama including:

Birmingham, 1902–1935 and 1940
Huntsville, 1859–1850 and 1931
Mobile, 1837–1935
Montgomery, 1859–1860, 1878, 1902–1935, and
1940

The Family History Library has compact discs that 
contain telephone directories for most of the
United States. These directories are not available
at Family History Centers, but may be used at the
Family History Library. Current telephone
directories can also be found on the Internet, and
may help you find living relatives.

See the “Directories” section of the United States
Research Outline (30972) for more detailed
information on the value and content of directories.

To find directories, consult the Locality Search of
the Family History Library Catalog under:

ALABAMA, [COUNTY] - DIRECTORIES
ALABAMA, [COUNTY], [TOWN] -

DIRECTORIES

DIVORCE RECORDS

In the early 1800s, the legislature, the circuit
courts, and city courts granted divorces. Divorce
records may indicate the date and place of the
marriage being dissolved. Circuit or city courts
have handled most divorce proceedings.

Alabama divorces were settled in county chancery
courts until 1915. The state legislature was also
empowered to authorize divorce decrees. In 1915
the chancery courts were merged with the circuit
court in each county. The Family History Library
is microfilming divorce records of local chancery
courts.
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• Old Surname Index File, “Genealogy” section.

• Pedigree Resource File, which consists of
unedited, lineage-linked pedigrees submitted
over the Internet to the Family History
Department since 1999. It also includes the
associated family groups, descendancy charts,
and sometimes notes or sources. Available for
purchase at the Family History Library for use
on personal computers.

• Periodical Source Index (PERSI), “Periodicals”
section. 
 

• Social Security Death Index, “Vital Records”
section.Also available or on compact disc from
several companies.
The Internet version sometimes includes more
recently reported deaths than compact disc
versions. For details about the FamilySearch
compact disc version, see U.S. Social Security
Death Index Resource Guide (34446).

• U.S. Military Death Index, which lists deaths of
service men and women who died in Korea and
Vietnam during those conflicts. It is available at
most Family History Centers as part of
FamilySearch. For details see the Military Index
Resource Guide (34540).

These indexes are available at the Family History
Library and many libraries with family history
collections.

Web Sites about Your Family

Search the Internet for family history web sites
about your surname. Use the “Search for
Ancestors” feature of the FamilySearch Internet
Genealogy Service at
www.familysearch.com/default.asp to help you
find such sites.

Statewide Indexes

Genealogical publications and collections
generally contain birth, marriage, and death
information, often  for several generations. Some
biographical information also may be included.

Some of the major genealogical indexes and
collections for Alabama are:

Alabama. Department of Archives and History.
Surname Collection. Montgomery, Ala.:

Department, 1985. (On 675 FHL films beginning
with 1486776; computer number 481548.) This 
collection is arranged alphabetically and
includes published and manuscript materials
from the 1700s to 1985.

Gandrud, Pauline Myra Jones. Alabama Records.
Easley, S.C.: Southern Historical Press, 1981–.
245 vols. (FHL book 976.1 D29ja; computer
number 143946.) To date, 100 of the
245 volumes have been published.
Volumes 1–232 and 235 are available on films
(see the source below). There are one or more
volumes for most counties. This collection has
transcripts of tombstone inscriptions; death,
marriage, probate, land , church , and court
records; Bible records; obituaries; tax lists;
military pensions; and other records. Each
volume is individually indexed.

A typescript edition of the above records was
filmed at the Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR) Library in Washington, D.C.:

Jones, Kathleen Paul and Pauline Jones Gandrud.
Alabama Records. Salt Lake City: Genealogical
Society of Utah, 1939–1983. (FHL films
840512–29 and 844382–91; computer number
180135.) These films contain volumes 1–232
and 235. There are often several volumes for a
county.

Another DAR collection is Miscellaneous Records
cited in the “Cemeteries” section of this outline. A
surname index for these two DAR collections is:

Kirkham, E. Kay. An Index to Some of the Family
Records of the Southern States: 35,000
Microfilm References from the NSDAR Files and
Elsewhere. Logan, Utah: Everton Publishers,
1979. (FHL book 973 D22kk Vol. 1; fiche
6089183; computer number 32871.) There are
two alphabetical surname indexes in the book,
both of which should be searched. Not all
individuals were included in the index.

See the United States Research Outline (30972)
“Genealogy” section for other important indexes.

For family histories published in periodicals, from
1847 to the present, see the Periodical Source
Index, mentioned in the “Periodicals” section of
this outline.

Most archives, historical societies, and
genealogical societies have special collections and
indexes of genealogical value. Usually these must
be searched in person. Major collections of
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compiled genealogies and genealogical source
material for Alabama include:

England, Flora D. Alabama Notes. 4 vols. in 2.
Baltimore, Md.: Genealogical Publishing, 1977.
(FHL book 976.1 D2ef 1977; computer number
247926.)

Lineage Book (Alabama Genealogical Society).
2 vols. Birmingham, Ala.: Alabama
Genealogical Society, 1991, 1997. (FHL book
976.1 D2L; computer number 627218.) These
volumes contain the name and address of each
member and have four-generation pedigree
charts, usually starting with the member’s
parents. The charts provide names of ancestors
with birth, marriage, and death dates and places.
Each volume has about 4,000 names and is fully
indexed.

Saunders, James E. Early Settlers of Alabama.
1899. Reprint, Baltimore, Md.: Genealogical
Publishing, 1969. (FHL book 976.1 D2s 1969;
fiche 6051449; computer number 248018; a
1961 publication is on film 2360; computer
number 248017.) The book is indexed, but for a
more complete index, see:

Oliver, Lloyd F. Index to Colonel James
Edmonds Saunders’ Early Settlers of
Alabama. Tomball, Tex.: Genealogical
Publications, 1978. (FHL book 976.1 D2s
index; computer number 6041.)

Ancestor Charts. Huntsville, Ala.: Tennessee
Valley Genealogical Society, 1975–. 4 vols.
(FHL book 976.19 B2tv; film 982377 item 3;
computer number 264042.) The Tennessee River
Valley crosses through the northern part of
Alabama. These ancestor charts of members of
the Tennessee Valley Genealogical Society often
contain birth, marriage, and death information
for five generations of the submitter’s family.
The address of the submitter is given.

Tuscaloosa Genealogical Society (Alabama).
Lineage Chart Book. Tuscaloosa, Ala.: Society,
1979, 1990. (FHL book 976.1 D2t; computer
number 18379.) Each volume contains
six-generation lineage charts, some with
information to the 1600s. Each volume is
indexed by surname.

Genealogies are listed in the Locality Search of the
Family History Library Catalog under:

ALABAMA - GENEALOGY
ALABAMA - SOCIETIES

ALABAMA, [COUNTY] - GENEALOGY
ALABAMA, [COUNTY], [TOWN] -

GENEALOGY

HISTORY

The following important events in the history of
Alabama affected political jurisdictions, family
movements, and record keeping.

1702 The first permanent settlement, Fort
Louis de la Mobile, was founded by
the French north of the present site of
Mobile.

1710–
1763

The Alabama area was governed by
France. English, French, and Spanish
settlers and settlers from South
Carolina and Georgia established
trading posts.

1711 Mobile was the capital of the
Louisiana Territory until 1720 when
Biloxi became the capital. In 1722
New Orleans became the capital.

1763 Under the Treaty of Paris in 1763,
France ceded present-day Alabama to
Great Britain.

1783 Britain ceded the southern region,
around Mobile, to Spain. The area
further north of the Alabama region
was claimed by Georgia. The
boundary between the two areas was
in dispute until 1795, when it was set
at the 31st parallel, a few miles north
of Mobile.

1802 Georgia abandoned claims to the area.
The area north of the 31st parallel
became part of the Mississippi
Territory when it was created in 1798.
Spain controlled the Mobile area until
the War of 1812.

1812–
1814

During the War of 1812, on 15 April
1813 American forces captured
Mobile from the Spanish. General
Andrew Jackson defeated the Creek
Indians in several battles, including the
Battle of Horseshoe Bend, 27 March
1814. Removal of the Creeks and other
Indian tribes commenced and
European settlers began flooding into
the region, bringing African-American
slaves with them.
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Inventory on the Internet 

Over 2,000 Alabama newspapers are cataloged in:

“Alabama Newspaper Project.” In Alabama
Department of Archives and History [database
online]. Montgomery, Ala.: ADAH, 22 February
2000 [cited 17 March 2000]. Available at
 http://www.archives.state.al.us/searchcoll.html
This database briefly lists newspaper title, town,
county, and life span of newspapers microfilmed
at the Alabama Department of Archives and
History.   Researchers can contact them for
further details and obtain microfilm copies
through interlibrary loan.

Newspapers are listed in the Locality Search of the
Family History Library Catalog under: 

ALABAMA - NEWSPAPERS
ALABAMA, [COUNTY] - NEWSPAPERS
ALABAMA, [COUNTY] - VITAL

RECORDS
ALABAMA, [COUNTY], [TOWN] -

NEWSPAPERS

OBITUARIES

Obituaries provide such information as the age and
occupation of the deceased; his or her birth date
and place, including foreign town and country of
birth; marriage date and place; parents’ names; and
the residences of living children, relatives, or other
family members. A woman’s maiden name may be
given.  Deceased family members are frequently
mentioned.  Obituaries may also indicate previous
places of residence, immigration information,
religious affiliation, and any social organizations
or activities in which the deceased was involved.
Obituaries have been published in Alabama since
the early 1800s. Some examples of books with
obituaries are:

Foley, Helen S. Marriage and Death Notices from
Alabama Newspapers and Family Records,
1819–1890. Easley, S.C.: Southern Historical
Press, 1981. (FHL book 976.1 V2m; computer
number 100520.) This book is indexed.

Tipton, Ennis Mayfield. Marriages and Obituaries
from the New Orleans Christian Advocate,
1851–1860. Bossier City, La.: Tipton Printing
and Publishing, 1980. (FHL 973 V2no;
computer number 43433.) This book is indexed.

Torrey, Charles J. III. Death Notices: Local and
Foreign. 6 vols. Mobile, Ala.: Mobile
Genealogical Society, 1962–. (FHL book

976.122 V4t; computer number 631670.) These
volumes contain obituaries from 1813 to 1879.

A card file of obituaries from Alabama newspapers
between 1950 and 1980 is at the Alabama
Department of Archives and History.

Obituaries are listed in the Locality Search of the
Family History Library Catalog under:

ALABAMA - OBITUARIES
ALABAMA, [COUNTY] - OBITUARIES
ALABAMA, [COUNTY], [TOWN] -

OBITUARIES
ALABAMA - NEWSPAPERS
ALABAMA, [COUNTY] - NEWSPAPERS
ALABAMA, [COUNTY], [TOWN] -

NEWSPAPERS
ALABAMA, [COUNTY] - VITAL

RECORDS

PERIODICALS

Most family history periodicals have reprinted
copies of local sources of genealogical value.
These may include genealogies, information about
local records and archives, queries, census indexes,
transcripts of family Bible records, church records,
court records, cemetery records, land records,
obituaries, and wills. Over 35 periodicals are
published in Alabama.

A list of Alabama genealogical and historical
societies with the titles of their periodicals is on
pages 51–54 of Marilyn Davis Barefield’s
Researching in Alabama: A Genealogical Guide
cited in the “For Further Reading” section of this
outline.

Major genealogical periodicals for Alabama are:

The Alabama Genealogical Register. 1959–1968.
Formerly published by Elizabeth W. Thomas,
ed., Tuscaloosa, Ala. (FHL book 976.1 B2a;
computer number 210827.) This periodical is
indexed and contains abstracts of marriage,
cemetery, probate, and census records.

Alabama Genealogical Society Magazine. 1967–.
Published by the Alabama Genealogical Society,
c/o Samford University Library, P. O. Box 2296,
800 Lakeshore Dr., Birmingham, AL
35229–0001. (FHL book 976.1 B2ag; computer
number 211721.) Included are abstracts of
newspapers and census, marriage, military,
court, and cemetery records. It is indexed.
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Some genealogical and historical societies hold
conferences where lecturers discuss genealogical
research methods, available sources, and other
topics of interest to the genealogist. These lectures
may include information on records or research
helps on a local, regional, or national level.
Transcripts, audio tapes, or class outlines from
conferences are often made available to the public
through the sponsoring society.

Family associations and surname societies have
been organized to gather information about
ancestors or descendants of specific individuals or
families. Some seek out information on persons
with a specific surname. See the “Societies”
section of the United States Research Outline
(30972) for a directory and more information about
these societies.

Clubs and occupational or fraternal organizations
may have existed in the area where your ancestor
lived. Those societies may have kept records of
members or applications that may be of
genealogical or biographical value. Though many
of the old records have been lost, some have been
donated to local, regional, or state archives and
libraries. The Grand Army of the Republic (GAR)
is an example of an organization an ancestor may
have joined. See the “Civil War” section of the
U.S. Military Records Research Outline (34118)
for a discussion of their records.

Public librarians and county clerks may be aware
of other local organizations or individuals that can
be contacted for information and services. In many
small communities, “old timers” are a wonderful
resource for history and memories. Some maintain
scrapbooks of obituaries and events in the
community.

Lineage societies, such as the Daughters of the
American Revolution, Colonial Dames, General
Society of Colonial Wars, and Sons of the
American Revolution, require members to prove
they are descended from certain people, such as
colonists or soldiers. The applications for
membership in these societies are preserved and
many are on microfilm at the Family History
Library. In Alabama there are many members of
national lineage societies. These societies are
described in the “Societies” section of the United
States Research Outline (30972.)

To learn of Alabama genealogical societies that
have records and services that may help you,
contact:

Alabama Genealogical Society
Stamford University
P. O. Box 2296
800 Lakeshore Dr.
Birmingham, AL 35229-0001
Telephone: 205-870-2749

For genealogical and historical societies that have
records and services to help you with your
research, also see the “Archives and Libraries,”
“Church Records,” and “Periodicals” sections of
this outline. Many counties also have local
historical and genealogical societies.

For societies in Alabama at the town, county, and
state levels, see the Locality Search of the Family
History Library Catalog under:

ALABAMA - SOCIETIES
ALABAMA, [COUNTY] - SOCIETIES
ALABAMA, [COUNTY], [TOWN] -

SOCIETIES
ALABAMA - GENEALOGY - SOCIETIES

Ethnic societies may also be found under: 

UNITED STATES - MINORITIES -
SOCIETIES

TAXATION

 Poll tax records for many counties are generally
kept in the probate clerk’s office. Poll taxes were
imposed on all males of voting age, usually age 21.
They generally were taken from the time the
county was created. The lists are often organized
by beat and then  alphabetically by the first letter
of the surname. Some of these records are on
microfilm at the Family History Library. See, for
example:

Alabama. Probate Court (Dallas County). Poll
Taxes, 1901–1950. Salt Lake City: Genealogical
Society of Utah, 1987. (FHL films 1532154
item 4 and 1532155; computer number 482923.)
These records contain the taxpayer’s name, the
year the person registered, and sometimes his or
her exact birth date. The records may also
indicate whether the person transferred to or
from another county.  Military service
information may be included, such as the
person’s discharge number or year of death. If
the taxpayer was female, both her maiden and
married names may appear in the records.

http://www.algensoc.org/
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/FHLC/frameset_fhlc.asp
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rg.asp?Dest=G1&Guide=Usout.asp
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rg.asp?Dest=G1&Guide=Usout.asp



