








 
FamilySearch™   

The Family History Library and some Family History Centers have computers with 
FamilySearch™. FamilySearch is a collection of computer files containing several 
million names. FamilySearch is a good place to begin your research. Some of the records 
come from compiled sources; some have been automated from original sources.  

BIBLE RECORDS
The Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) collection contains several volumes of 
Bible records from Maine. The DAR collection is described in the “Genealogy” section 
of this outline. It is also partially indexed in:  

Kirkham, E. Kay. An Index to Some of the Bibles and Family Records of the United 
States. vol. 2. Logan, Utah: Everton Publishers, 1984. (FHL book 973 D22kk v. 2; on 45 
fiche 6089184; computer number 298346.)  

The Maine State Library also has a large collection of Bible records. Some Bible records 
are also included in the Maine Old Cemeteries Association records. (See the 
"Cemeteries" section of this outline.)  
 
BIOGRAPHY
There are many published biographies of Maine residents at the Maine Historical Society. 
The Maine State Library also collects biographical materials.  

One of the few representative biographical encyclopedias about Maine at the Family 
History Library is:  

Herdon, Richard, et al. Men of Progress: Biographical Sketches and Portraits of Leaders 
in Business and Professional Life in and of the State of Maine. Boston: New England 
Magazine, 1897. (FHL book 974.1 D3m; film 1000057 item 2; computer number 47978.)  
 
 
CEMETERIES
Several valuable cemetery indexes have been compiled for Maine.  

The Maine State Archives has the Veterans Cemetery Records Collection, a card file of 
veterans from King Philip's War through World War I. It is first arranged by war then 
alphabetically by the veteran's name. The Family History Library has a film copy of this 
source. See:  

Maine State Archives. Veterans Cemetery Records. [N.p.]: Photographic Sciences Corp., 
[1975?]. (FHL films 1001826-40; computer number 175666.) These records are arranged 
alphabetically by war, then alphabetically by veteran.  







• Half of Oxford county for 1810. 

• Some of Washington county for 1820.  

The 1890 census was destroyed, but the 1890 Union veterans schedule and index are 
available at the National Archives and the Family History Library. (See "Veterans 
Schedules" section in this outline.)  

State Indexes. The Family History Library has statewide indexes for the 1790, 1800, 
1810, 1820, 1830, 1840, and 1850 censuses in book and microfiche format. The library 
also has a partial index of some counties and some towns for the 1850, 1860, and 1870 
censuses. Soundex (phonetic) indexes are available for part of the 1880 census and all 
of the 1900 and 1920 censuses. The 1910 Federal census for Maine is not indexed. For 
indexes to the 1850, 1860, and 1870 censuses, see the following:  
Maine Census Indexes, 1850-1870. Salt Lake City: Genealogical Society of Utah, 1953. 
(FHL films 009734-8; computer number 122877.) Sorted alphabetically by town, then 
census year. Lists head of household and page number in census.  
Town Indexes. Town indexes can sometimes help you find names overlooked in 
statewide indexes. A few town indexes are listed in the Locality Search of the Family 
History Library Catalog under MAINE, [COUNTY], [TOWN] - CENSUS.  

When indexes are not available or do not include a person's name, you can still look for 
the person in the census. If the person lived in a large city, first search a city directory  
of the year the census was taken in order to find the person's address (see the 
“Directories” section of this outline). Then look for the address on the original census 
schedules.  

The following reference tools can help you determine which microfilm has the census 
schedule and enumeration district you need to search in order to find a specific 
address:  

Census Descriptions of Geographic Subdivisions and Enumerations Districts .  

 •1880  FHL film 1402861; computer number 
299426  

 •1900  FHL film 1303022; computer number 
117685  

 •1910  FHL film 1374004; computer number 
176643  

 •1920  FHL film 1842708; computer number 
687949  

Buckway, G. Eileen. U.S. 1910 Federal Census: Unindexed States: A Guide to Finding 
Census Enumeration Districts for Unindexed Cities, Towns, and Villages. Salt Lake City: 
Family History Library, 1992. (FHL book 973 X2bu 1910; fiche 6101340; computer 
number 678265.) This work lists all Maine towns or wards with their 1910 census 
enumeration district numbers and FHL film numbers. The section on Portland has special 
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instructions and includes the city directory and the Family History Library book or film 
numbers you will need.  
Mortality Schedules. The 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880 censuses have mortality 
schedules, which are lists of the people who died in the year before the census was taken. 
The Family History Library, Maine State Archives, and the National Archives have 
copies of the mortality schedules. The Family History Library film numbers are listed 
below:  
 •1850  (FHL film 009739; computer number 175470)  
 •1860  (FHL film 009740; computer number 175472)  
 •1870  (FHL film 009741; computer number 175473)  
 •1880  (FHL film 1841575; computer number 309702) 
Veterans Schedules. The 1890 census has a veterans schedule, which lists the veterans 
or their widows who were living when the census was taken. For a copy of the veterans 
schedule, see:  
Jackson, Ronald Vern. Maine 1890 Veterans Census Index. North Salt Lake, Utah: 
Accelerated Indexing Systems International, 1990. (FHL book 974.1 X22j 1890; 
computer number 364891.)  
United States. Census Office. 11th Census, 1890. Schedules Enumerating Union Veterans 
and Widows of Union Veterans of the Civil War. Washington, D.C.: The National 
Archives, 1948. (FHL films for Maine 338165-6; computer number 59376.)  
Master Indexes. Some of the indexes mentioned above are combined into composite 
master indexes of several census years and census types:  
FamilyFinder™ Index: Version 4.0 [Novato, Calif.]: Brøderbund Software, 1997. (FHL 
compact disc no. 9 1997 index; computer number 775509; not available at Family 
History Centers. FamilyFinder is a trademark of Brøderbund Software, Inc.) This is a 
single composite index to scattered Maine petitioners 1652 to 1791, residents lists 1640 
to 1801, voter list of 1787, militia muster rolls 1740 to 1795, tax lists 1779 to 1817, 
church membership lists 1702 to 1756, and 1790 to 1860 federal censuses.  

The FamilyFinder Index is also available on the Family Tree Maker™ Internet web site. 
You can search the FamilyFinder Index free. It displays the census year and state for each 
name matching the search. Once you know the year and state, you can use the original 
index on compact disc, microfiche, or book to obtain enough data to easily find the name 
of the original census schedules. The FamilyFinder Index includes the following indexes:  

Jackson, Ronald Vern. AIS Microfiche Indexes of U.S. Census and Other Records. 
Bountiful, Utah: Accelerated Indexing Systems International, 1984. (No FHL fiche 
number but available at many Family History Centers.) Search 1 contains Maine 
petitioners 1652 to 1791, residents lists 1640 to 1801, voter lists 1779 to 1817, church 
membership lists 1702 to 1756, and 1790 to 1810 federal censuses. Separate Maine 1820, 
1830, 1840, and 1850 indexes are on other searches.  

 
State Censuses







transferred to the clerk of courts.  

Other courts in Maine include the town, municipal, and police courts.  

Many of Maine's early court records from 1636 to 1727 are published in:  

Libby, Charles T., Robert E. Moody, and Neal W. Allen, eds. Province and Court 
Records of Maine. 6 vols. Portland, Me.: Maine Historical Society, 1928-1975. (FHL 
book 974.1 P2p; vols. 1-5; film 982043; on 31 fiche 6046855; computer number 173988.)  

The Family History Library has few Maine court records. Most are available at the Maine 
State Archives, which is gathering all pre-1930 county and state court records and 
microfilming some of these records.  

Because Maine was under Massachusetts' jurisdiction until 1819, some additional court 
records for York, Cumberland, Lincoln, Hancock, and Washington counties are found 
with Suffolk County, Massachusetts, court files. The court files from 1734 to 1797 are 
listed in the Locality Search of the Family History Library Catalog under 
MASSACHUSETTS, SUFFOLK - COURT RECORDS. An index to the court files for 
the Maine counties of York, Cumberland, Lincoln, Hancock, and Washington for the 
years 1734 through 1797 is included in:  

Massachusetts, County Court (Suffolk County). County Court Files, 1629-1797. Salt 
Lake City: Genealogical Society of Utah, 1972. (FHL film 909878; computer number 
260045.)  

An unpublished guide to the historical development of Maine's courts is David Q. 
Wittier, Esq., History of the Court System of the State of Maine, available at the Maine 
State Archives (see “Archives and Libraries” section of this outline).  

DIRECTORIES  
Directories of heads of households have been published for major cities in Maine. The 
New England Historic Genealogical Society has an extensive collection of directories. 
The Family History Library has the following directories for Portland from 1823 to 1934:  

Portland (Maine) City Directories. Woodridge, Conn.: Research Publications, 1980-
1984. (On 29 FHL films starting at 1377315; on 41 fiche 6044325-39; computer number 
658031.)  
 
EMIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION  
The United States Research Outline (30972) "Emigration and Immigration" section lists 
several important sources for finding information about immigrants. The Tracing 
Immigrant Origins Research Outline (34111) introduces the principles, search strategies, 
and additional record types you can use to identify an immigrant ancestor's original 
hometown.  

http://www.state.me.us/sos/arc/general/admin/mawww001.htm
http://www.state.me.us/sos/arc/general/admin/mawww001.htm
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People  

Prestatehood settlers of Maine were generally of English and Ulster Scots descent. 
They came from Massachusetts and New Hampshire or directly from England. There 
were also a few hundred persons of Irish origin and free blacks in Maine. A large group 
of Germans came to the Waldo County area in the late 1700s.  

Two groups of French descent compose 15 percent of the present population. The 
Acadians from Nova Scotia settled the Saint John Valley after 1763. A later French 
Canadian immigration from Quebec began after the Civil War.  

During the 19th century, jobs in textile and lumber mills also attracted European 
immigrants of many nationalities, especially the Irish. In the 1870s the state recruited 
Swedish settlers to farms in Aroostook County.  

 
Records  

The major port of entry to New England is Boston. The Family History Library and the 
National Archives have passenger lists for Boston from 1820 to March 1874 and 1883 
to 1943 (listed in the Locality Search of the Family History Library Catalog under 
MASSACHUSETTS, SUFFOLK, BOSTON - EMIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION). 
The following indexes are also available:  

• 1820-1874. These years are indexed in United States, Bureau of Customs, A 
Supplemental Index to Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at Atlantic & Gulf 
Coast Ports (excluding New York) 1820-1874 (Washington, D.C.: National 
Archives Records Services, 1960; FHL films 418161-348; computer number 
216582).  

• 1848-1891. These years are indexed in United States, Bureau of Customs, 
Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at Boston, 1820-1891: with index 1848-1891 
(Washington, D.C.: National Archives Record Service, 1959-1960; on 397 FHL 
films starting at 205656; computer number 217426).  

• 1902-1940. These years are indexed in the United States, Immigration and 
Naturalization Service, Index to Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at Boston, 
Jan. 1, 1902-Dec. 31, 1920; Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at Boston, Aug. 
1, 1891-1935; Book indexes to Boston Passenger Lists, 1899-1940, National 
Archives Microfilm Publications (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and 
Records Service, 1944-1945, 1956; on 597 FHL films starting at 1724620; 
computer number 92077).  

The Massachusetts State Archives also has Boston passenger lists for 1848 to 1891. This 
collection includes records for the nine years missing from the National Archives records 
(1874-1883). The Family History Library does not have lists for the years 1874 to 1883.  

http://www.nara.gov/
http://www.state.ma.us/sec/arc
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/FHL/frameset_library.asp
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In 1783 the Massachusetts Committee for the Sale of Eastern Lands was formed to sell 
unclaimed land and distribute grants to soldiers. In 1794 more than 2,000,000 acres were 
sold. The Family History Library has copies of these deed and grant documents for 
1794 to 1860:  

Massachusetts, Land Agent. Mass. Deeds, 1794-1860. Salt Lake City: Genealogical 
Society of Utah, 1954. (On 5 FHL films starting with 010248 item 3; computer number 
175389.) Each volume is indexed.  

From 1820 to 1853, the state of Maine purchased the remaining land from Massachusetts 
and held auctions to distribute it. The Land Office of Maine was established in 1824 to 
distribute this land. The Family History Library has deed records from the land office for 
1824 to 1861:  

Maine. Land Office. Record of Deeds of the Land Office of Maine, 1824-1861. 10 vols. 
Salt Lake City: Genealogical Society of Utah, 1954. (FHL films 10238-41; computer 
number 175368.) Indexes are in the volumes.  

The library also has applications made to the Land Office by Revolutionary War veterans 
or their widows after 1835 see:  

Maine. Land Office. Revolutionary War Veterans Land Records. Salt Lake City: 
Genealogical Society of Utah, 1954. (FHL films 010249-60; computer number 175431.) 
Includes claims, applications, and declarations.  

A partial index to these records is:  

Charles J. House. Names of Soldiers of the American Revolution Who Applied for State 
Bounty, 1893. Reprint. Baltimore, Md.: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1967. (FHL book 
974.1 M2n; computer number 163161; film 1033754 item 16; film 010248; computer 
number 70891.) Film 010248 contains handwritten numbers of certificates next to the 
names of the soldiers and another index of names of soldiers who applied to 
Massachusetts for State Bounty under services rendered in the Revolutionary War. The 
land office records are at the Maine State Archives.  

 
County Records   

After land was transferred to private ownership, subsequent transactions were recorded 
by the register of deeds in each county. The addresses and a description of each county's 
records are in the Genealogist's Handbook for New England Research (see the “For 
Further Reading” section of this outline).  

The Family History Library has copies of most deed records to about 1860 or later for 
some counties. See the Locality Search of the Family History Library Catalog under 
MAINE, [COUNTY] - LAND AND PROPERTY.  





application dates and places, age, birth date, marriage date, residences, and names of 
relatives. These abstracts are mainly from:  
United States. Veterans Administration. Selected Records from Revolutionary War 
Pension & Bounty-Land-Warrant Application Files. (Washington, D.C.: National 
Archives, 1969; FHL films 840256-406.; computer number 356373.)  
United States. Veterans Administration. Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty-Land-
Warrant Application Files. Washington, D.C.: National Archives, 1969. (FHL films 
970001-2670; computer number 178932.) This contains 80,000 complete pension files 
arranged alphabetically by surname.  
White, Virgil D. Index to Revolutionary War Service Records. 4 vols. Waynesboro, 
Tenn.: National Historical Publishing, 1995. (FHL book 973 M22wv; computer number 
755463.) This work shows the name, rank, and unit of over 390,000 patriots. It mostly 
consists of transcripts of:  
United States. Adjutant General's Office. General Index to Compiled Military Service 
Records of Revolutionary War Soldiers. (Washington, D.C,: National Archives, 1942; 
FHL film 882841-98; computer number 280117.)  

The service records and pension files for Revolutionary War patriots are available at 
the Family History Library. For more information, see U.S. Military Records Research 
Outline (34118). You can also use NATF From 80 to obtain copies of some records from 
the National Archives for a fee.  

A published list of Maine soldiers with genealogical information is:  

Fisher, Carleton E., and Sue G. Fisher. Soldiers, Sailors, and Patriots of the 
Revolutionary War, Maine. Louisville, Ky.: National Society of the Sons of the American 
Revolution, 1982. (FHL book 974.1 M2f; computer number 127493.)  

You can find published pension and bounty land lists in:  

Flagg, Charles A. An Alphabetical Index of Revolutionary Pensioners Living in Maine. 
1920. Reprint, Baltimore, Md.: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1967. (FHL book 974.1 
M22f; computer number 173828.) This work list indicates name, service, rank, age, and 
county and contains brief information such as residence or death.  
House, Charles J. Names of Soldiers of the American Revolution Who Applied for State 
Bounty. 1893. Reprint, Baltimore, Md.: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1967 (see the 
“Land and Property” section of this outline).  

For cemetery records of soldiers who fought in the Revolutionary War (see the 
“Cemeteries” section of this outline).  

 
War of 1812 (1812-1815)  

The Family History Library has copies of the National Archives indexes to service and 
pension records for the War of 1812.  
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